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Laos Begins Drive for Plain of Ja 



July 8, 1971 


—The Washington Post 


By D. E. Ronk 

Special to The Washington Post 

VIENTIANE, July 7 — Little i Prime Minister 
opposition is being met by|Phouma. Neither 
CIA-supported Meo units 
" under the command of Maj. 
j Gen. Vang Pao as they build 
: their rainy season offensive in 
f northern Laos on to the Plain 
of Jars from Long Cheng. 

Palhet Lao and North Viet- 
namese forces appear to be 
withdrawing north and west 
off the 30-mile-square uplam 
plain they have held since it 
recapture from Meo forces i; 
early 1970, according to in 
formed sources in Vientiane 

Striking northeast and nor 
Ihwost of their mountaiij 


uc/ii ojnif, 

base just south of the plain, *ing “liberated zones 



American spoke: 
comment on the 
moves, nor on wh 
is an official blac 
I feet. 

Radio Pathet La 
Neua City, the I 
headquarters 175 n 
east of here, is cat 
of offensive mov 
Xieng Khoang are 
claiming that three 
of Vang Pao’s “m 
supported by “men 
artillerymen” an 
American bombing 


ihe irregulars reoccupied Ban 
Na. overlooking key passes 
into Long Cheng, early last 
week. Then they struck at 
Xieng Khoang airfield 30 
miles east, occupying it late in 
the week. 

Since occupying the airfield 
100 miles northeast of Vienti- 
ane and beginning their com- 
mando raids, Meo soldiers 
have uncovered significant 
amounts of enemy armaments, 
jnpiiiding 132-ipm rockets and 
smail arms, strewn in the 

■j Pap is hot.at the scene 
Af* cfigRini ajcopiyig to 
h Hrmed souths, but is. fe- 
ta Ifrtrig' from, ,a serious 111- 
Command of the Hfeo 
is believed to be held. 
Jw La committee of four junior 
df: leers working with Ameri 
eai advisers. 

Informed sources in Vien- 
tiane say that the offensive 
thrusts onto the plain are be- 
in i made in order to improve 
Vang Pao's defensiye positions 
ar )und Long Cheng, 

Dther sources say, however, 
that the commando units are 
I6i niching offensive forays 
nohhward ajong the east and 
vti st rims of the plain. They 
say a major offensive buildup 
is well under way. 

' ’raffic by heavy duty trans- 
spat planes of Air America 
at j the Xieng Khoang field is 
••jotted as "constant,” even 
ihfer extremely hazardous 
vfei ther conditions. ’ 

: lOots ferrying troops , and |t 
na -eriel report oriiy sporadic 
itqandfire. 

news blackout on 


There is consider 
lation in Vientiam 
parallels between t 
offensive moves 
during 1969 when 
captured the plair. 
heavy bombing. 1 
Lao recaptured th 
(early 1970. 

American sources 
a general offensiv 
scope is planned, 
express fear of sic 
because of the M 
weakened conditio: 
. one informafli saiC 
is very much his 
and no matter wh 
says, he does pit 
what he wants.” 


>o|ivanna 
a >t ten nor 
;cej( will 
offensive 
•ther there 
;out in ef- 

Vom Sam 
at bet Lao 
■des north- 
( i mg news 
■s in the 
however, 
regiments 
■ri enaries” 
i ary Thai 
heavy 
ace invad- 

ibie specu- 
>ver the 
e current 
md those 
■' mg Pao 
3 allowing 
ae Pathet 
1 Plain in 

deny that 
of that 
a id even 
h a move 
r> army’s 
but as 
\ ang Pao 
■v n man, 
it anyone 
u, much 
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